
 
 
 

Regular Council 
 
    July 6,   26                                                                                            

 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. Mayor Jarvis presiding.  
 
 
 

ROLL CALL    
 
The following Village Council members were present:       Keith Bacin, Michael Benson, 
Rodney Earick, Wynn Kearns, Robert Kelley, Kim Little, and Alexander Rocks.  
Other officials are present: Administrator Peter Them and Chief Troy Weaver. 
Residents and other guests: Jeff Carter of 180 Castor Road, Charles Comstock of 198 
Essex Road and Ben and David Morgenstern of Delaware.   

 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: TAX BUDGET; FISCAL YEAR 2027 
 
Mayor Jarvis noted that this is an annual public hearing.   
No comments were made.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Motion by BENSON to approve the minutes 
of June 1, 2026 Regular Council Meeting. 

Seconded by ROCKS. 
Roll call.  Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; Abstains: 0. 

Motion carried. 
 

FIXING TIME OF ADJOURNMENT  
 

Motion by KEARNS to set the time of adjournment 
for 8:15 p.m.  Seconded by BACIN. 

Roll call.  Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; Abstains: 0. 
Motion carried. 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Rules & Personnel: No report. 
 
Finance: Councilman Rocks reported review of Finance reports through mid-June and 
will continue into July. 
 
Safety Service: No report. 
 
Buildings & Grounds: No report. 
 
Public Utilities: No report. 
 
Streets & Sidewalks: No report. 
 
FINANCE REPORT   
As reported by Administrator Peter Them: 
 
 All accounts are balanced.  There are no issues.  Currently getting Ms. Baney 
acclimated to taking over Finance Department.   
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Motion by LITTLE to approve 
Finance Report. 

Seconded by EARICK. 
Roll call.  Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; Abstains: 0. 

Motion carried. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
As reported by Administrator Peter Them: 

 
Project at Depot is moving along.  Terrace is almost completed.  There are some  

grading issues and these will be corrected shortly. 
 Main Street marking is done, with adjustments made.  Crossing walk signs at 
bump out and on the square will be completed shortly.  ADA concrete ramps will be 
installed at the square.  
 42N generator is on site.  Electric and gas lines will be installed soon with new 
meter. BP Electric will be doing the rewiring for the electric that will be servicing the 
generator.  Councilman Bacin asked if the original generator brought in was wrong size.  
Mr. Them confirmed it was the wrong size, an error during shipping.   
 Smith Concrete as part of the annual paving project with Kokosing started 
resurfacing the approaches to Salem and Mayfair a little early this morning.  They were 
made aware of the noise ordinance and will start accordingly in the future.   
 Councilman Little noted one of the crossovers at the Main St. bridge is like a 
speed bump on one side.  Also, Mr. Little remarked that the manholes need lowering.   

Mr. Them said the township will be assisting with some of the noted depression 
areas on the road causing the water to bottle up on the asphalt. Will need some leveling.   

ODOT contacted Shelly & Sands to return to the project about needed bridge 
repairs.  ODOT is also aware of the depression on the west side of the bridge. 

Council President Kearns asked about the Main St. signal changes.  Mr. Them 
said the signals will be upgraded to a radar control unit and will be installed shortly. 

Mayor Jarvis commended Mr. Them and Mr. Ward for their work acquiring the 
poles for the pedestrian crossing. 

Councilman Bacin asked if the changing stripes will be included on North Main 
Street.  Mr. Them replied affirmatively.   

Councilman Bacin asked if AEP will be addressing the power line issues at the 
Kell Building.  Mr. Them has called AEP for their assistance, as well as Woody’s Tree 
Service.  We will attempt to save the tree but if electric continues to arc the tree will have 
to be removed.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS FROM CITIZENS 
Mayor Jarvis requested any Village resident wishing to address Council concerning 
Council business to please stand, state their name and address for the record, and their 
purpose for attending Council. 
 Mr. Jeff Carter of 180 Castor Road noted the recent storm damaged his building 
and severed the Spectrum cable causing it to lose power/Spectrum cable for East of 
Chicago business and ripped off a ten foot of siding from his building.  Mr. Carter 
believes the root cause is the Village tree next to his property.  In anticipation of a very 
popular race weekend, it was estimated that the pizza business lost approximately 
$4,000.00 due to the loss of the internet for orders due to this outage as only phone orders 
could be taken.  Mr. Carter would like reimbursement for the pizza parlor losses because 
it is a tree owned by the Village that caused the damage. Mayor Jarvis said weather is 
considered an “Act of God” and suggested Mr. Carter contact his insurance company.  
Mr. Carter replied, Village owns the tree, Village insurance should pay.  Attorney 
Studenmund said the subject is not a debate but rather a legal issue. Mr. Studenmund 
noted the Village tree did not damage the property, rather the lines strung by 
professionals through the tree caused damage. Mr. Studenmund told Mr. Carter to contact 
the Village Administrator to make a claim or have Mr. Carter’s attorney contact him. 



 
 
 

Regular Council 
 
    July 6,   26                                                                                            

 
 

 Mr. David Morganstern of Delaware Street thanked the Village of picking up the 
dead skunk in front of his house.   
MAYOR’S REPORT 
As reported by Mayor Bob Jarvis: 
  
Nickel and Bean Coffee Shop has put in for a liquor license application.  Mayor Jarvis 
asked Chief Weaver if there were any issues regarding The Note and having a liquor 
license.  Chief Weaver replied negatively.  Mayor Jarvis asked Council Members if 
anyone has an issue with the application; all agreed to allow the liquor license 
application.  No action is necessary.  No action is defined as approved.   
 
 
POLICE CHIEF REPORT 
As reported by Chief Weaver: 
  

East Main Street traffic is moving well based on lane changes for the Safety 
Improvement Corridor project.  
 Two flock cameras were intentionally damaged and a suspect identified.  I am 
trying to get both replaced.   
 The new cruiser will be going this Wednesday for graphics to be installed.  It will 
be ready for service in four to five weeks.  The truck cruiser will be reassigned to the 
parks department.   
 Councilman Kearns asked if there is a pattern of irregular traffic through the 
Village due to the Lex-Springmill/Home Road construction project.  Chief Weaver 
replied negatively. 
 
PARLIMENATARIAN REPORT 
As reported by Councilman Keith Bacin: No report. 
    
ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS 
 
Resolution No. 26- 31 by Mr. Rocks 
A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE TAX BUDGET FOR THE VILLAGE OF 
LEXINGTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2027 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 

Motion by ROCKS to waive rules of Council 
requiring that a Resolution comes from a  

standing committee. 
Seconded by LITTLE. 

Roll call.  All yeas:  7 – 0. 
Motion carried. 

Motion by ROCKS to waive rules of Council 
requiring that a Resolution is read on  

two separate occasions.   
Seconded by LITTLE. 

Roll call.  All yeas:  7 – 0. 
Motion carried. 

Motion by ROCKS to adopt. 
Seconded by LITTLE. 

 
DISCUSSION: Yearly task. 

Roll call.  Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; Abstains: 0 
Motion carried. 
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Ordinance No. 26- 32 by Mr. Rocks 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING PERMANENT BUDGET AMENDMENTS AND 
APPROPRIATIONS FOR JULY FOR LEXINGTON GENERAL FUND AND 
GENERAL FUND RESERVES. 
 

Motion by ROCKS to waive rules of Council 
requiring that an Ordinance comes from a  

standing committee. 
Seconded by LITTLE. 

Roll call.  All yeas:  7 – 0. 
Motion carried. 

Motion by ROCKS to waive rules of Council 
requiring that an Ordinance is read on  

two separate occasions.   
Seconded by LITTLE. 

Roll call.  All yeas:  7 – 0. 
Motion carried. 

Motion by ROCKS to adopt. 
Seconded by LITTLE. 

 
DISCUSSION: Mr. Them noted the Village received funds from ODNR as a one-time 
grant and it included an Administration fee that is due.  The fee was approximately 
$6,000.00 to $7,000.00. This action was made to initiate the project.  

Roll call.  Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; Abstains: 0 
Motion carried. 

 
 
 

Resolution No. 26- 33 discussion. 
  
 Discussion was held prior to a vote regarding Replacement versus Renewal Levy 
type.  The current total of a 1 mil renewal levy generates approximately $87,000.00 with 
92% collection.  A replacement fee will generate approximately $135,000.00 using the 
same estimate. The current levy as replacement is estimated as $35.00 per tax resident 
annual.  A renewal levy remains static regarding property values whereas a replacement 
levy generates more funds as the basis is updated.  Attorney Studenmund added that a 
replacement levy has an increase in funding because it will include higher property 
values.  Councilman Bacin asked if this will be on the 2026 November ballot.  Mayor 
Jarvis confirmed that based on ballot timing the levy with be on the November ballot if a 
resolution is passed tonight to get it started.  Attorney Studenmund suggestion a Special 
Council be scheduled in two weeks due to timing at Richland Co. Board of Elections 90 
days in advance of ballot date.   
 
 
A Special Council will be held July 20, 2026 at 7:30 p.m. to act on the 2nd Resolution 

required for the 1mil Park levy. 
 
 

Discussion continued with Councilman Earick noting the replacement will generate more 
funds for new equipment for the parks, something that the Village is in dire need.  
Councilman Rocks added approximately $50,000.00 could be used for equipment 
projects.  A replacement levy will create more funding for the parks departments.  
Councilman Bacin said asking for more money [replacement levy] is bad timing 
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considering the school recent levy failed.  Council President Kearns stated there is a need 
to educate  the voters; making them aware of the fact it is the residents paying the tax 
only, and our parks draw in 30% Village residents and 70% outside the Village for many 
events such as LSA and LBSA.  But, in spite of that percentage the residents all enjoy our 
parks and view them as a village resource for all. Councilman Rocks stated it was the 
way the schools presented their levy proposal whereas we are proposing our separate 
needs in the parks.  Councilman Bacin agreed our parks are in need of upgrading  but 
why take the chance of having the replacement levy fail when we can wait another year.  
Perhaps better to stick with the renewal instead of replacement. 
 
 

Motion by KEARNS to extend  
Time of adjournment to 8:45 p.m. 

Seconded by BACIN. 
  Roll call.  Yeas:  7; Nays:  0; Abstains:  0. 

Motion carried. 
 

Motion by ROCKS to approve a replacement resolution 
of one mill and not a renewal resolution. 

Seconded by KELLEY. 
  Roll call.  Yeas: 6; Nays: 0; Abstains: 1 (Bacin). 

Motion carried. 
 

Resolution No. 26- 33 by Mr. Earick 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE NECESSITY TO LEVY A 
REPLACEMENT OF ONE (1.0) MILL TAX FOR PARKS AND 
RECREATIONAL PURPOSES IN EXCESS OF THE TEN-MILL LIMITATION, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. [R.C. 5705.19(H), 5705.03]. 

 
 

Motion by EARICK to waive rules of Council 
requiring that a Resolution comes from a  

standing committee. 
Seconded by LITTLE. 

  Roll call.  Yeas: 6; Nays: 0; Abstains: 1 (Bacin). 
Motion carried. 

Motion by EARICK to waive rules of Council 
requiring that a Resolution is read on  

two separate occasions.   
Seconded by LITTLE. 

  Roll call.  Yeas: 6; Nays: 0; Abstains: 1 (Bacin). 
Motion carried. 

Motion by EARICK to adopt. 
Seconded by LITTLE. 

 
DISCUSSION:  

  Roll call.  Yeas: 6; Nays: 0; Abstains: 1 (Bacin). 
Motion carried. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 Mayor Jarvis reported no new concert series have been suggested.  The July 4th 
concert was warm but the band had plenty of canopies and offered the crowd some shade. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
No comments were made. 
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Motion by KEARNS to adjourn to 
Executive Session to discuss purchase and/or  

Acquisition of real property. 
Seconded by LITTLE. 

Roll call.  Yeas:  7; Nays:  0; Abstains:  0.  
Motion carried. 

 
Council adjourned to Executive Session at 8:12 p.m. 

 
 

Motion by KEARNS to reconvene 
to Regular Council Session. 

Seconded by LITTLE. 
Roll call.  Yeas:  7; Nays:  0; Abstains:  0.  

Motion carried. 
 

Council reconvened to Regular Session at 8:25 p.m. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS  
Reminder: Special Council will be held July 20, 2026 at 7:30 p.m.to pass a resolution 
requesting the Board of Elections to put the replacement park levy on the ballot.  The 
Farmer’s Market is having good turn outs on Wednesdays.   
 

Motion by BACIN to adjourn 
before the appointed hour. 
Seconded by KEARNS. 

Roll call.  Yeas: 7; Nays: 0; Abstains: 0 
  Motion carried. 
 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:27 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________   __________________________   
Brenda Barton     Bob Jarvis  
Clerk of Council                 Mayor                                                     
  
 


